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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
THE WORK OF CREATION. 
GENESIS, Cuap. 1 and 2, 


How important to remember the first verse of this first 
Book of Moses, as indicted by the Spirit of all Truth.. “ In 
the beginning, God created the Heaven and the Earth :” that 
is, In the beginning of the world, for He is without beginning 
ofdays. ‘This, then, is God’s earth, and these are God’s 
heavens. Yes, the beautiful landscape, and the beautiful sky 
are both his. He painted them’both; and none can paint 
like God. His streams are running brooks—our penciled 
streams stand still. ‘The waves of his sea toss themselves, 
and his ocean roars ; but ours do neither ebb or flow. His 
flowers are fragrant; ours are not. His trees produce fruit ; 
ours bear or ily an imperfect image. His hills ere lofty, and 
seem to reach the skies ; our mountains are low, and confined 
tothe narrow canvass. ‘The songsiers of his groves, sound 
' aloud his send our birds cannot sing; they have only the 

plumage, and that an artificial colouring. 


‘God made the country, and man made the town.” 
Inthe second verse W reread, that this earth was once without 
form,aud void. By void, weare to understand, that it w: asempty. 
For — No fowls in the air, no fishes in the sea, no flocks to whiten 
the hills, no man totill the ground. ‘“ And darkness was Lip- 
me § on the face of ihe deep.” As yet, no ray of light had beam- 
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38 Lhe Work of Creatron 


we upon this nee work of God’s creation. No bemeg cout 
behold the wondrous ball, but He, to whom darkness and ligh 
are both alike, until “ God said, let there be ot, and ther 
waslight. And Ged called the light day, and the darknes: 
he ca led night : and the evening and the morning were th. 
first day.” Whata vast and stupendous work ac -omplished } in 
one day ] Out of nothing, a globe was rolled into existence, 
ae surface has been inhabited by thousands of millions of 
en 5 an d myriads of other living creatures, which ne man can 
numbe r; inhabit ocean, earth and air. This earthly ball is not 
motionless ; itrevelves daily. “ By the breath of God’s mouth 
it has performed near six thousand revolutions round the sun 
On the second day, God said, let there be a firmament ;” 
and behold this spacious firmament was made; and the wa- 
ters being se parated from the dry gr ound, were divided inte 
hose under the firmament, which are de posite ‘d in the oceans. 
rivers and fountains,; and those above the firmanent whicl 
iorm the clouds, and descend in rains and dews. What power, 
wisdom,and goodness is displayed in this part of God’s ¢ 
Hion. Hence all livin S creatures quench their thirst: the 
surface ofthe earth is thus rendered fertile, and all the purpo- 
ses of cleanliness are answered. The lar ger collections 0’ 
water facilitate commerce and friendly intercourse between 
distant nations, and supply man with immense quantities 01 
wholesome provisions. The y facilitate also the wide cirev- 
lation of the scriptures, and join an invitation to the divine 
command, * Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospe' 
o every creature.” On the third day, the vegetable kingdom 
was spoken into life and beauty. It was not then as it is now, 
first the blade, then the ear, then the fall carn in the ear ; bu 
in one single day ,at his bidding the earth brought forth or ass. 
and herb yiekc ling seed after his kind, and the tree yieldin; 
fruit. On the succeeding day, God made two great lights, 
the greater light to rule the day , and the lesser light to rule 
the night: he made the stars also. These resplendant and 
useful orbs he set in the firmament of the heaven, to give light 
over the earth, and to be for signs, and for seasons, and fo! 
days, and years. How pe rfeetly do they answer their de- 
sign, and how beautifully do they adorn our canopy. ‘The 
sun, how majestic ! the moon, how fair! the stars, how bri: 
tant! “ An undevout astronomer is mad.” On the fifth 
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The Work i of Creation. 39 


jav, God originated animal life, and commanded fish to mul. 
oly in the sea, and fowl inthe earth. Next were created 
cattle ,and creeping things, and four footed haieesar ‘The se- 

cond rising sun, dawned the birth day of man. It was the 
sixth day in which he performed his last, best work. Who 
can tell the process! how he joined the body to the mind! 
We only read, that the Lord God formed man ot} ‘the dust of 
the eround, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 


!and man became aliving soul. And the Lord God planted 


a garden eastward in Eden. 

‘This delightful Eden was situated if Turkey in Asia, and 
ihe rivers Tigris and Euphrates passed through it to water 
the garden. ‘No climate more salubrious, no soi! more fertile. 
Out of the ground, made the Lord God toe grow every tree 
that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of 


| life also, in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowiedge 


of goodand evil. And the Lord God took the man, and pnt 
him into the garden of Eden, to dress it, and to keep it, and 
said of every tree thou mayest freely eat, but of the tree o' 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not cat of it, for in tae 
lay that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die. - Ani 
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of your little throats to his praise, who gave you voice aid 
melody; while the majestic lion pays his honour with the 
terrors of his mouth, and makes the caverns of the rocks re- 
echo his praise. Praise God, O my soul. Praise God, thy 
Creator and Preserver. Let the voice of man reach thy 
throne, O Lord, before that of thy other creatures; in the 
vrey twilight, at the dawn of the morning, while the birds 
and beasts yet sleep, may his solitary song find acceptance, 
and invite the reviving creation to porn thee, his Creator 
and Preserver. How magnificent are thy works O God! 
Wisdom and goodness are stamped on ail. Wherever I turn 
my eyes, | perceive the traces of thy beauty; each sense ts 
transported, and conveys its infinite beauties to my ravished 
mind. O God! weakand frail as Lam, fain would I attempt 
thy praise. What induced thee, Maker, Omnipotent! for- 
ever happy in thyself, to call from nothing, this gay creation * 
W hat induced thee, thou self-existent, to form man out of the 
dust, andto give him the breath of life? It was thine infinite 
goodness : thou gavest him being that thou mightest confer 
on him happiness. O smiling morn! In thee I see a lively 
image of the work of the great Creator; when the sun dis- 
perses the vapours of the horizon, and drives night before 
his steps, all nature revives with renewed lustre : the Almighty 
spoke, silence and night heard his voice; he commanded, and 
myri ads of living creatures emerged fr om the teeming earth, 
fluttered in the air with varieg ated plumage, and rendered the 
istonished woods, vocal with the praises of the beneficent 
Creator. Earth again hears the voice of her Almighty Ma- 
ker, the heaving clods rise in innumerable sh tapes and burst 
into life and motion. ‘The new formed horse, bounds over 
the verdant turf, and neighing shakes his manes3 while the 
strong lion, impatient to free himself from the cumbrous 
‘arth, atte mpts his first roaring. A hill teeming with life, ap- 
pears in motion : it ee sts, it sinks, and from it stalks the 
luge unwieldy elephant. These are thy works, O thou 
Omnipotent ! each morn thou callest thy creatures from slee Ds 
the image of non-existence; they awake surrounded by thy 
bounties, and join unanimous to chaunt thy praise. The 
time will come, when thy praise shall resound from every 
corner of the peopled earth ; when thine altars shall blaze on 
every hill, and man shail celebrate thy wondrous works irom 
the rising to the setting day. 3 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


DIALOGUE ON THI 


(Concluded from page 14 ) 


Father. Shall we resume. my dear. the consideration of 


the C commandments? You have probably read, before this, 
as Tadvised you, the comment aries of our Saviour, on this 
subject, im the cospel of Matthew. 

Child. Yes, Papa, [h«ve reas ai them with admiration and 
with ple easure, and I trust it will make me wiser and better. 
I was st irprised that I had ne ver before perceived the beauty 
and simplicity of our Saviour’s sermon on the mount. 

Father. We concluded our former conversation with the 
fourth commandment ; what duty is inculeated in the next ? 

Child. ‘The fifth commandment is, ** Honour thy fathe: 
and thy mother,” which I suppose — S, respec tful obedi- 
ence to my parents ; and have I not almost always obeyed 
you, Papa ; ; for certainly it has been my delight to see my 
parents pleased with my conduct. 

Father. Are you then happy in conducting in obedience 
to your parents, or because they are pleased with what is 
gratifying to your own disposition ? Do you cheerfully prac- 
tise any self-denial which they require as necessary to your 
ultimate happiness ; or do you not sometimes repine at thei 
commands as unnecessarily severe, and attempt to evade them 
to promote your own desires ? Are you willing at all times to 
regard the opinions of your parents as more just than your 
own ? 

Child. Certainly, Papa, your judgment is better than 
mine, but parents are not interested in the favourite opinions 
and amusements of their children ; and do they not therefore 
sometimes censure them for that which is innocent ? 

Father. Ifparents do not engage in the amusements of 
their children, they do not deny them any thing which is not 
prejudicial to their happiness. It is therefore the duty of 
children, to follow with implicit obedience, the advice of thei ar 
parents, knowing thatthey are ever anxious to do that which 
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{2 Dialogue on the Commandments. 


they believe will promoté their happiness here and hereafter 
Besides, tis command implies, not only obedience to parents, 
but also, reverence and respect for their persons and charac- 
ters. “The unwearied and tender solicitude with which the 
parent regards the conduct and watches over the happiness 
of the child, can only be repaid by a corresponding life of 
filial gratitude and affection. 

Child. Butdo parents always advise their children cor- 
rectly ? 

Father. Although parents may err, both in conduct and 
judement, yet, were children once alloy wed to call in question 
their commands , that parental authority and filial obedience, 
upon which the peo order and happiness of community so 
much depend, would at once be destroyed. The ignorance 

or presumption of children, would eften lead them to disre- 
gard the best judgments of their parents to gratify their own 
desires. 

Child. 1 perceive, Papa, that I have indeed been ignorant 
and presumptuous, and I am glad that we are next to consid- 
era commandment that is too short and too definite to be 
misunderstood. Surely I never have been guilty of so great 
«crime as murder, and trust I never shall. 

Father. Your earliest instructions have lead yuo to re- 
gard murder with so much abhorrence, that J firmly hope 
and believe that you will never be ¢ euilty of destroying the 
life of a fellow being. But, although you may have never lit 
erally broken the command, “thou shalt not kill,” yet our 
Saviour has taught us that we may violate its spirit by an un- 
controuled violence of our passions. In connexion with this 
subject, he says, “ that whosoever is angry with his brother 
without a cause shail be in danger of the judgme nt’—proba- 
bly to represent more forcibly the creat wickedness of indulg- 
ing improperly, a passion which is so often the forerunner of 
murder. 

Child. ‘The view which you have given of this subject, 
my dear father, has more than ever convinced me of the sin- 
fulness and danger of angry feelings. Whenever I am angry 

again, I beg you will remind me of this conversation. 

Father. We are also taught by this commandment, that 
itis our duty to preserve life. ‘Therefore, we ought to do all 
in Our power, not only to save the life of our fellow beings, 
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jut, by avoiding unnecessary exposures, intemperance, and 
all those excesses which tend to impair health, to prolong our 
own. ‘The seventh commandment, which relates also to the 
government of our passions and affections, is sufficiently il- 
lustrated in the words of our Saviour. Will you tell me 
which is the eighth commandment ? 

Child. It is, * thou shalt not steal ;” and I should confi- 
dently assert that Lhad not broken it, were it not that I have 
so often been compelled to own myselfin error. And really, 
Papa, do you think that I was ever guilty of taking secretly 
or without permission, any thing which belonged to another ? 

Father. Ishould be very sorry to believe that you ever 
did. At your age there are few temptations to sin against 
this commandment. But I fear there are many persons who 
would spurn the charge of theft, that are familiar with crimes 
so closely allied to it, that they are no less excusable in the 
sight of God. He who deceitfully and fraudulently obtains 
the possessions of others, who oppresses the poor by exacting 
from them what they are "unable to pay, or denying them what 
is justly their due, adds to the crime of theft, that of innhuman- 
ity. Recollect then in all your dealings with your fellow 
men, to do justice to the rich, and to be liberal to the’poor. 
As the good things of this world are abundantly bestowed up- 
on some, it is their duty to manifest their sratitude by being 
generous to others. Can you tell me which is the ninth com- 
mandment fF 

Child. The ninth commandment As, ‘thou shalt not bear 
false witness against thy neighbour ;” and the evils which we 
see daily from its violation, will, i hope, be sufficient to learn 
me to bridle my tongue. 

Father. Do youthink that you are not guilty of having in 
any instance disobeyed this command? Have you never 
helped to circulate reports relating to your companions or 
your neighbours, which you believed to be untrue or unjust ? 
Have you never exaggerated in repeating what was told you 
by others ; or from partiality or prejudice, given a change of 
colouring toa story which might have proved prejudicial to 
another person. Iknow of no fault more common or more 
dangerous, among youth, than that ofa deviation from truth ; 
and I consider the smallest error of this kind, a sin against 
God, and a breach of this holy commandment. 
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Child. But surely, Papa, many things are said, which. 


though not strictly true, are inten: led to do no injury ; and 
can that be an evil which does not proceed from an evil 
motive ° 

Father. Tam serry you have so soon fersct our conver- 
sation on the third commandment. Iwill again repeat, that 
nothing will justi fy that profane or extravagant conversation, 
which isso often indulved in, as a substitute for wit: “ we 
must give an account to God for every idle word.” Children 
¥e uld not in lulge a ea nagar y to hear and to tell marvellous 
yr im| wrobable stories; nor should they deviate from strict ve- 
rae ty, in the most trivial conversation. ‘Those who disre- 
gard truth in small things, will soon cease to regard it in more 
import ant ones. It is with falsehood as with all other crimes ; 
he who is once led astray by it, knows not to what extent nis 
wickedness may carry him. Let me warn you, therefore, a- 
oainst the error of unmeaning or extravagant language : m: ake 
no rash resolutions, which from necessity you will be obliged 
to violate—make no promises, which you have not seriously 
determined to perform—ne\ ver let mirth or madness gees a 
word from you, which prudence and sobriety will wish to re- 
call. We will proceed to consider the te sath commandment, 
which forbids us to covet any thing that is our neighbour’s 

Child. Uthink I have learned, Papa, not to justify my- 
self, till I a heard vour e xplanati on 5 pray what am I to 
understand by cov eting. P 

Father. Jt is adesire to have or to obtain unjustly, the 
possessions of others. And it may remind you of some of 
the idle but wicked wishes, which you have so often indulged, 
for those things that did not belones to you, and which it was 
not in your power, honestly, to obtain. 

Child. I confess I have sometimes broken this command, 
for | never before considered its real meaning. Are not the 
poor, Papa, most liableto break this law? 

Father. Riches do not often confer contentment. The 
desires of the poor a re sometimes as limite cd as the ir Means 5 
while the accumulated treasures fihe wealthy, serve only to 
increase their desires for what they have not vot. To regard 
strictly, the spirit of this command, we ought, as our Saviour 
has enjoined upen us, “ in whatsoever pai we are, learn 
therewith to be content.” 
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Child. Idid not know before that I so often disobeyed the 
commandments, for I never thought of attaching any other 
meaning to them than is literally expressed; and am I guilty 
for having ignorantly done wrong ° 

Father. You are old enough to read the Bible, and to un- 
derstand it; and had you read the New Testament as you 
should awe done—carefully and considerately, you would 
have perceived that the illustration of the Commandments by 
our Saviour, was not less important and binding as a guide 
for your moral and religious duty, than the moral law itself. 
You are inexcusable therefore for not having better informed 
yeu, But what do you think will be your conduct in fu- 
ture? Shall you avoid the evil which has been pointed out, 
and han eforth Keep the Commaadments inviolably? Shall 
you love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength, and your neighbour as your- 
self? 

Child. Ihavealready, my dear Papa, been convicted of 
so many faults in the course cf this conversation, and you 
have so often proved me in the wrone when [ thought I was 
right, that I am afraid I shal} not be able to. keep the com- 
mandments perfectiy; but I hope my conduct will be so 
much anne nded, that you will be willing to forgive the errors 
mto which passion or folly may lead me, 

Father. Do you suppose then. that you will please God, 
by a partial obedience to what he has commanded you? Be 
assured he will “ never forgive your sins for the sake of your 
virtues.” He has declared, in speaking of the fulfilment of 
the law, that he who offends in one point is guilty of the whole. 

Child. How then, dear Papa, can I hope to be justified ? 

van I live without sm? Do the most pious men live perfectly 
holy? 

Father. Certainly not; Scripture tells us that “ther e is 
not a just man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not”— 
that “ all have smned and come short of the glory of God.” 
He therefore who rests his eternal happiness sole ly upon the 
purity of his own heart, ana the rectitude of his own conduct, 
will find at last, that he has been leaning upon a broken ree d. 
It is indeed our duty to keep ourselves, as far as possible, 
irom all sin, and to be diligent and active in fulfilling our duty 
te Ged and our fellow beings ; but after having performed 








On Novel Reading. 


these, our best services, we shall at best, have done no more 

than our duty: and how then are we to atone for the innu- 
merable sins that pollute our lives from the cradle to the grave? 
You have been led to acknowledge the wickedness of your 
heart, in testing your conduct by the moral law : you perceive 
the danger of relying upon your best resolutions—the uncer- 
fainty of your fairest promises—* when you would do good 
evil Is present with you.” Let your hope then, my dear 
child, be placed in one who keeps the hearts of all men, and 
‘urns ‘th em whithersoever he will 5 for after having muse 
through life against the wickedness of your own heat rt, and 
the temptations of the world, your crimes will have multiplied 
with your years, and at last, you can only be justified iad sa 
ved through the merits of Jesus Christ. L. 


New-York, January, 1820. 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
ON NOVEL READING. 


Youth almost habitually seek amusement. The youthful 
‘ntellect requires relaxation from a close attention to hterary 
acquisitions ; and to relieve the wearisomeness of such atten- 
tion, books ofamusement are generally sought, and read with 
avidity. At this period, the mind as well as the body, is 
orming, is progressing toward the maturity of adult age 3 and, 
ii this immature state, is peculiarly susceptible of impress- 
ions ; and these impressions, whether good or bad, usually 
fast, and have great influence on the future character. Im- 
portant then is it, that impressions made during the tender 
1] pressibl years of emi thood and y outh, 5 should be such as 
shall tend to prepare, rather than yuntit the mind for respecta- 
nility, real enjoyment, and permanent neckline in riper 
years. ‘Phere is a disposition in early life to regard what ts 
printed in books as certainly correct. Consequently ideas 
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On Novel Readiny. 47 


rhe usefulness and happiness of his child, will, with deep SO- 
ticitude, watch over his reading. Ue ies remove from his 
reach, such books as may tend to instil false sentiments, vi- 
pigeon’ e taste, or corrupt the morals of his beloved ofispring 
\ question here arises: what books have such a tendency : 
and, s since youth must have something amusing and interest- 
ing, as W ell as instructive, what kind of readi: 1@ will gratify 
these open s? Ifleft witoet restraint, or a guide in reading, 
Novels are eagerly sought, and swallowed often without digest- 
ton. Wha aaeacies s result ? The taste is frequently vitiat- 
ed, and a relish for more solid reading lost. Yet I would not 
assert tl tat every work, bearing the name ofa novel, has this 


deleterious te! ndency 3 ; far from it. In Miss More’s * C celebs,” 


are fi aad many exceedingly instructive, as well as sprightly 
and agreeable conversations. It abounds with useful senti- 
ments, and suggests many important rules for the regulation 
of the manners, the conduct, the intellect, and the heart. Ih 
delineates gre at variety of character ; and the evil, the ab- 
surdity of Inconsistency in conduct, and makes one not only 
admire consistency, but desire to attain it. In short, this-ad- 
mirable production answers what ought to be the design of 
every moral work.; it excites disapprobation, nay hatred of 
vice, disgust at affected singularities, and inspires a love of 
virtue and genuine piety. It exemplifies the happy tendency 
and influence of religion, particularly in domestic life. The 
plan of education adopted | by Mr. Stanley, was attended w ith 
so good success, one is desirous to be made acq juainted with 
his mode of procedure. I shall not now refer to his general 
plan, but only quote his sentiments relative te his children’s 

reading. * Don't you think elementary books,” said Lady 

Belfield, “ are of great use in atiracting ¢ hildre n to love read- 
ing f°” <€ oubtless t] ey are,” said Mr. Stanley. “ ‘The mis- 
fortune is, that the stimulants used to attract at f mi must be 
not only continued, but heightened to keep up the attraction. 
These books are novels in miniature, and the excess of them 
will leadto the want of novels at fulllength. The early use 

of savoury dishes is not usually followed by an appetite for 
plain food. ‘io the taste, thus pampere d, history becomes 
dry, grammar jaborious, and religion dull. I make renoune- 
ing their | baby becks a kind of eps cha: by thus distinctly 
ararking the perio dy they never think of re turning to them, 








Fr Weteeee: 
a - 
re se RE siadlneaai 
al = 7 a — — + 
SS ee = 2 RE 



















S08 Eg 
z soo ee 


——~= 


- >> ae 
= 5 . 
Saw woe 
a ee 
as aa — 5 


"5 


$3 On Novel Reading. 


The great profusion of children’s books protracts the iumbe. 
eality “of childhood. They arrest the understanding, instead 
of advancing it. ‘They give forwardness without “strength. 
They hinder the mind from making vigorous shoots, teach it 
ro stoop when it shouldsoar, and contract when it should ex- 
pand. They inculcate morality and good actions it is true, 
but they often inculcate them on a worldly principle, and 
rather teach the pride of virtue and the profit of virtue, than 
point out the motive of virtue and the principle of sin. ‘They 
reprobate bad actions as injurious to others, but not as an of- 
fence against the Almighly. Even children should be taught 
that when a man has committed the greatest possible crime 
against his fellow creature, still the offence against God is 
what will strike a true penitent with the deepest remorse. 
All morality not drawn from this scriptural source, is weak, 
defective, and hollow. Give childrenthe Bible itself. IT ne- 
ver yet knew a child, who did not delight in Bible histories. 
and desire to hear them again and again. From the histo- 
ries, we process: to the parable s,aud from them to the mira- 
cles, anda few of the most striking prophecies. When they 
have acquired a good deal of this desultory knowledge, we 
begin to weave the parts into a whole. At eight years they 
read the scripture with their mother, sy stematically.” 

The argument used by many in favour of novel reading, is 
that novels display character, describe men and manners, 
depict the human heart, and make youth acquainted with the 
world. But is this correct ? is an accurate description of 
man, of the manners and customs of the world, usually given 
in such productions P Are not the scenes so highly wrought, 
and the characters drawn so perfect, that youthful expecta- 
tion is so greatly raised, that the every day scenes of common 
life, in which he will probably be called toact, seem to him 
insipid, if not disgusting. He loves nothing that is common ; 
with him it ts vulgar. 

A late “ Recorder,” notices the death of a yonng lady of 
17, in Ohio, and observes—“ this was a case of cool, pre- 
meditated suicide, occasioned by extreme sensibility, and ro- 

mantic ideas, created by novel reading She imagined her- 
self ridiculed and slighted bya young gentleman, who had en- 
gaged her affections: she frequently improperly suspected 
her friends of coolness, and was unhappy because she had no 
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gelation. She was heiress to a considerable property, and 
had been well educated.” 

If a knowledge of the human heart and character, together 
with the habits of man, be the object of reading, may not 
these objects be far more probably attained, by perusing the 
actual conduct and character, and actions of men, and scenes 
of real life, cortained in the writings of authentic historians 
and judicious biographers ? Here mankind are seen as they 
are ; not as fiction would imagine and embelish them. Here 
scenes are described similar to those in which the youth may 
himself act. Here he may learn to hate vice, and love vir- 
tue ; while too many novels so interest the reader in behalf 
of the vicious hero, that he will rejoice in his success, and 
not disapprove his conduct. ’Tis true that real history will 
often leave the wicked prosperous, and the good oppressed ; 
faith in a revelation, which points to a day of righteous retri- 
bution, can alone solve this problem. T he s sanctuary discio- 
sed tothe Psalmist the “ end” of the wicked, and he no long- 
er murmured at their prosperity, but stood self-accused at his 
own folly and short-sightedness. 

Rarely will a youth engage with assiduity, or “even 
without disgust, in a study requiring mental exertion, im- 
mediately after his mind has been relaxed and debilitated ; 
his taste, if not his heart corrupted ; and his soul kindled into 
ardour at scenes of imagined bliss, which probably he will 
never realize, but which will only prepare his mind for bit- 
ter disappointment. Do not such histories as “ ‘Tom Jones,” 
and even the celebrated Richardson’s “ Pameia,” tend to sap 
the foundation on which delicacy of mind, modesty of de- 
portment, or even virtue is built ‘This foundation under- 
mined and destroyed, what safeguard from gross vice, has 
the youth, whose mind is not yet imbued with the principles 
of that religion, which requires purity of heart? Surely no 
ene, who knows the strength of man’s natural depravity, and 
who is a friend of man, can wish to addsuch fuel tothe flame 
already raging in his breast. 

o 





Memoir of Mary Churchill. 


MEMOIR OF MARY CHURCHILL. 
(Concluded from page 9.) 


DURING the two years she continued at school, her pre 
ress in learning was more than satisfactory, particularly in 
the French language, music, English grammar, writing, arith- 
metic, and other branches of her education, both useful and 
ornamental. She was quite familiar with most of the ele- 
mentary books, and excelled in her catechisms. She read 
her Bible much, and was doubtless benefitted by what she 
had read. Ha fof her weekly money she readily gave to the 
Branch Bibie i ciety. She would not “neglect to ask a bless- 
ing upon her meals, and to return thanks. ‘lhe sweet placi- 
lity of her countenance was noticed by several at the Anni- 

versary held at her father’s chapel, but a very few wecks be- 
fore her death. She was indeed a meek, modest, lovely child. 
of pleasant disposition, agreeable in manners, and of consid- 
erable promise in mental acquisitions. In the vacations. 
when at home, she was almost always with her books, fre- 
quently attending to the Latin Grammar and the Hebrex 
Psalter. Though so young, she had read several verses in 
the Hebrew Bible, and se emed very fond of that language. 
Her governesses considered her an ornament to their school : 
hada great affection for her ; and, to this day, they speak oi 
her m “most aflectionate terms —and as we are wont to Say, 

‘* Love begets love,” soit has often been consoling to her be- 
reaved parents tot ‘eflect, how respectfully she used to speak 
ofthe heads of the school, and for her fellow pupils : referring te 
one and another, of whom she would say, “ I dolove Mis 

so, mother!” So entire a stranger was she to any thing like 
detraction, that she seemed to love every body. Her fectings 
were so humane and tender that she w ould plead for beggars 
at the door, and especially if they had children; but if she 
was So far favored as to be made the bearer of any relief, this 
was a high treat to her soul. If she saw dumb creatures 
used ill it would put her into an agitation which could not 
speedily be allayed. If desired to moderate her grief, 
would generally say, “I can’t help it—I can’t help it, 
mother.” 

But I must now approach her last days~——For several. 








hr 
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months she had been at times very poorly, we therefore were 
the more intent upon taking her to the sea coast at the mid 
summer vacation: we fixed upon Bognor in Sussex, where, 
after spending about a week very pleasantly with her, we 
began to be alarmed by seeing a decline in her spirits and 
strength, and by hearing her complain of a violent pain in hei 
head. Medical opinion seibchaiinied our fears,—1I was then un- 
der an engagement to preach a lecture at the Rev. J. Hunt’s 
Chapel, and as Chichester lay in our way home, we left Bog- 
nor to fulfil my promise and to sleep there one night; but 
when we arrived in the above city, our dear child was so 
much worse that it apenas highily expedient to get he: 
home as soon as possible. We slept at a friend’s in Guilford, 
and the next morning, within a few miles of the end of ou 
journey, she was so much revived as to sit up in the chaise 
and to begin, of her own accord, the tune usually sung to the 
4th Hymn, 3 rd Book, Dr. Watts; we sung two verses of 


‘“ How condescending and how kin 
Was God’s eternai Son!” 


Little could I then foresee that never more on earth were we 
to join, I trust our hearts as well as voices, in the all-trans 
porting and glorious subject of the suffering lowe of Christ fo: 
guilty meal - but nothing shall deprive me of the hope of 
meeting | her, to tune our harps together for the same theins 

inthe realms of bliss. On alighting from the chaise at om 
own door she became very sick, but by the aid of my arm she 
could goto her own little flower garden; a few flowers were yet 
in b ‘loom, but mor were cone by : : too fit emblem 1, as it w as to 
prove. of her qi rie k passage to the tomb ! Our medical attend 


int havire declared that her illness S was occasioned by water 
the pe ; f wo eminent physicians weré oo * en 
e fel) », I trust, in Jesus, the ninth day after she cam 
ueme. The. nature of eher’¢ comp jlaint hindered her rine say 
ing much. She expressed her opinion that she should not 
ret well again, but said pre should not be afraid to die if she 
was onlts sure of going to neaven. Lencouraged her in that 
1ope, by reminding her of the words of Jesus, “ Sufier little 
children to ¢ come unto me and forbid them not, for ef such is 
the kingdom of heaven” ; and exhorted her to let Jesus lie in 
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her thoughts as much as possible, and to look by faith to him, 
assuring her of his love, power, faithfulness, &c. and dw elling 
upon the gain there is in death to the believer in Jesus : after 
this she seemed to enjoy a sweet serenity. She said to the 
servant, a lover of religion, “do you pray for me? I do for 
you.” The servant answered she hoped she did. “ Are 
your prayers answered ? with her voice somewhat elevated. 
Tothe nurse she said, “ nurse, I pray for every body ; and then 

ith great earnestness began to pray for her parents, brothers, 
servant, and all her friends and relations: the emphasis she 
laid on the word all was very striking, she concluded by pray- 
ing for herself. On another eccasion when her mother enter- 
ed her chamber, she seemed to be just concluding a prayer, 
as the only words heard were, “ for Jesus’ sake, hones.” 
[he deep solemnity with which she uttered these words, 
seemed to say that she had indeed been divinely taught to pray 
with the heart. Evenin her delirium her fingers were em- 
ployed as if playing on the piano forte, and her lips were ut- 
tering lines and broken parts of hymns. 

After her speech had entirely failed, her pains ceased, and 
she lay ina state of apparent insensibility. Her weeping pa- 
rents and friends watched the ebb tide of life, and soon the 
moment arrived which fixed our eyes upon the ‘still engaging 

countenance, which her immortal spirit had just quitted. She 
died, July 19, 1817, aged 10 1-2 years.* 

Not only her parents and relatives, but her governesses 
and school-fellows attended her funeral ; and on the follow- 
ing Sabbath evening her funeral sermon was preached by 
her father, whose feelings would net allow him to venture 
upon any particular allusions to her life. ‘The sermon is be 
fore the public, under the title of ‘The transplanted flower.’ 
‘The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord.” 7. SS, 

Weston-green Cc ape, Thames Ditton, Surrey. 

July 2 23, 1819. 


“A Minister of London, latefy told the writer that Ais daughter 
then one of the teachers of languages inthe same school, owed her 


establishment in religion, to the « sxample of her pious conversation 
and happy death 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


A MORNING AND EVENING VISiT. 





» NOVEMBER 6, 1819 


My Dear Children, 


Permit me to contrast your situation with many of your 


ge, who are as good by nature as you. ‘his morning J paid 
| visit to a miserable fam ily, for the purpose of inviting the 
c -hildren to attend our Sabbath School. I chose an ea ly 
hour, for reasons which [shall hereaiter name. ‘The white 


frost yet-covered the ground. My walk was through the 
church-yard, and my mind was rendered solemn and contem- 
plative, by stopping to read a few ener Is this, thought 
[, the end of man, to He under these cold cleds, and turn to 
dust! The body dies, but the so = ean never die. It is im- 
mortal. It is destine * to live forever, and demands onr first. 
our best attentions: ‘The frail tabernacle will soon decay. 
[ passed on—the worth of the soul, its short day of probation, 
OCERPYIBE yall my thoughts. I arrived at the door=—it was 
opened. ‘The habitation contained but one room, but twe 
families of different colour lived in it. No less than twelve 
children were hovering about the fire; and so far as they 
vere clothed, they were most meanly clad. ‘They were 
sprightly children, but O how ignorant ! [ gained a promise 
from the parents, of their appearance at the eaptirt sg School 
thenext Sabbath. But what reliance can be placed on their 
word ? They are notorious for falsehood, jor drunkenness, 
and for theft ; and it was through fear of finding them inebri- 
ated at a later hour, that [ called on them so early in the day. 
Who made us to differ from these poor children ? Who rave 
us kind parents, to take suitable care of our bodies, even 
though some of them may neglect our souls. (But what ten- 
der parent, truly kind,can neglect the more important inter. 
ests of their children’s s precious, never dying souls ¢ Is sucha 
mother tender / is such a father kind / Or is the reverse too 
true ?) Children of such parents, eo to them with tears in 
your eves and prayers in your escape and ask them to lead 
you to Jesus ; not only to shoy you the way, but, to go with 
youthere. Our F ather in hea iven has commanded us to hon- 
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our our fathers and mothers, and has likewise commanded 
them to bring us up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Can such heavenly precepts, such divine commands 
be wholly disregarded? No; they must be obeyed, or we are 
forever undone. Of the family first alluded to, the half can- 
not be told you. He is cruel, and she is cross. In the morn- 
ing their children are instructed to go and beg their bread 
from door to door, and to bring home something at night. In 
case they return empty-handed, they are punished. Fatigued 
with their wanderings, they lie down upon the hard floor 
to take rest, and when the next day dawns, rise up to pursue 
their common employment. ‘They walk the streets, but no 
where do they find friends; for they are not only paupers, 
but thieves and liars. Poor children! we pity you, and if 
we could, would do something more. Were we the officers 
of state or town, and not such feeble children ourselves, we 
would endeavour to rescue you : provision should be made, 
and a law should be enacted that ev ery indigent child in com- 
munity should be taught to read the Bible, and made to la- 
bour ; and also be required to attend public worship on the 
Sabbath. What hope of these children I have mentioned ? 
They are retained at home by their parents. Possessing no 
education themselves, they feel not the least desire that their 
children should attend school. ‘They even feel that they 
confer a favour on us by permitting them to hear a few words 
of advice. ‘These parents are responsible : these children 
are truly unfortunate! O that the number of such-families 
was small! But probably in America, our own dear land.. 
there are thousands, much more wretched. 


‘¢ Teach us to feel another’s woe.” 


We must qualify ourselves to be their instructors. They 
must be sought out ; their abodes must be visited; their pa- 
rents must be exhorted and intreated to forsake their evil 
ways, if not on their own account, for the sake of their child- 
ren. The evil consequences of such a wicked course, must 
be represented in that true light which will reflect its odious 
nature, its native deformity. And when there is no more 
that we can say to them, we must still continue to pray, in- 
terceding for the Holy Spirit to operate upon their minds, 
and remembering that the grace of God can go any where but 
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to hell. ‘Those who are benevolent and capable, must estal- 
lish charity schools, and go into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them tocome in. We must be economical in ow 
own expenditures, that so we may be enabled to bestow upon 
these little sufferers, more comfortable clothing. They are 
brothers and sisters in the same common family, only occu- 
pying different apartments. But O how different ! When 
these parents behold their children growing more agreeable in 
their persons and dispositions, they will be constrained to 
acknowledge, that both religion and education are good for 
something. Ifpossible, some employment should be found 
for such children, that will merit a trifling reward. [very 
encouragement should be held forth, and every argument 
used, to make them diligent in business. Upon the various 
subjects of their duty to God and man, and the duties they 
owe themselves, they 1must receive line upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept ; at one time a little, at another time a 
great deal. ‘The command of God to each one of us is, 
“ Love thy neighbour as thyself.” Let us then not only pi- 
ty, but pray ; and not only pray, but labour for the reforma-' . 
tion of wicked parents, and wicked children. Not oné among 
us all, can be considered too young to do something in this 
way. But what we cannot do, we must ask God and our 
parents to do, both for ws and them. When a child is taken 
away by death, why do not the bereaved parents supply the 
vacancy, by receiving some destitute child P As an excuse, 
the want of means cannot be ur ged. Had their child been 


-spared, it would have been supported. 


From what has been said, let those of us, who have good 
parents, learn to love and honour them more, while they are 
spared to us,and more eagerly catch the instructions whic 
fall from their lips. ‘Their pious instructions we should es- 
teem more precious than gold, and their prayers, than mucl: 
fine gold. And while we sit by their side, composing a part 
of the happy circle, and morning and evening surround the fa- 
mily altar, let us remember those who have never heard a 
prayer, or seen a Bibte. 

Before I conclude, I will take the liberty, as was proposed, 
of recommending to my little readers, a very interesting book 
for them to read: “ Dodrige’s Famity Instructor,” full of 
instruction, both for parents and children. I would also 
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urge upon them the daily perusal of the scriptures. Com. 
mence with me the Book of Genesis ; read in course; and ] 
will endeavour to make a few observations upon every chap- 
ter, in so plain and simple a manner, that the least child can- 
not fail, in some measure, to understand, and become interest- 
ed in sacred truth. 

My young friends have he aha where I was this morning 
‘an they indulge me a moment longer, and hear where I | have 
been this afternoon ? ‘Tothe house of mourning, and to the 
house appointed for all living. Nine ch - sag are berefi 
of a mother: nine followed her to the grave. Their la- 
mentations were long and loud. It wasa sudden i death. Five 
days ago, she was well; now she in eternity. We are 
now Ww ell, but how and where we shall be one week from this. 
who can tell ? We may be called away as sudden! In such 
an hour as we think not, we may be summoned to appear be- 
fore the judgmeat seat of Christ. When summoned, we must 
appear. Are youresdy.? Say, are you ready ? Is the great 
w ork of preparation done ? Is it done ; is it well done? 1 

sar you have not begun this work: I greatly fear it. Fly 
to Christ! Cry for mer y 3 lifting up holy hands , witha 
broken and a contrite ee confessing all your sins. Let 
nothing deter you. Let no phe at home, no book at school, 
tempt you to believe that you have not sufficient time to at- 
tendto your soul. If this is alree uly your belief, Satan, the 
erand deceiver, has made you believe a lie. Out day of pro- 
bation is indeed short ; ; the space left us for repentance shovi- 
er still : the present moment is only ours ; the future is not, 
and may rever be. Lut if we have ime for-any mi we 
have time to repent. itis our first duty, and until we feel 
this exercise in our hearts, we are unprepared for all other 
duties. O that this emotion might instantly arise in- our 
breasts! What cause ache lay © Tlave we no sins to be sorry 
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for ? Arethey not already as mountains heaped upon moun- 
tains ? Have they not been committed against a holy God ? 
A God who says, “ Except ye repent ye shall all likewise 
perish.”’ 
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SOMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
A PERSUASIVE TO DO SOMETHING FOR CHRIST. 


When the blessed Saviour left the bosom of his Father, 
and entered on his divine mission, in this world of sin and 
sorrow, there was no part of the community in which he 
mingled, whom he so often marked with special tokens of in- 
terest, as those whom he denominated “ the lambs ofthe flock.” 
How frequently are we informed, that with the kindest con- 
descension, “ He took them in his arms and blessed them.” 
How often he illustrated the important lessons of humility, 
of confiding expectation, and unwavering trust, by the exam- 
ple of the children who surrounded him. “ Of such,” says 
he, “is the kingdom of heaven. [Except ye be converted, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Whosoever receiveth one such little 
child in my name, receiveth me; but whosoever shall offend 
one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better fcr 
him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast * 
into the depth of the sea.” Such ample testimonials of his 
peculiar notice of children, leads us confidently to believe, 
that now, as then, they are the subjects of his constant watch- 
fulness, and affectionate interest. When we call to mind that 
it was for children, in common with others, that Christ died ; 
(for being born in sin, they need his re deeming blood, his jus- 
tifying righteousness, and sanctifying Spirit ;)—when we con- 
sider the encouragement he has held cut to them, by his gra- 
e10us commendations, to become his disciples ; we trust w 
have Only to suggest a method in which children can evince 
their grateful sense of their obligations to the Lord who 
bought them, and their devotedness to him, and they will 
gladly embrace it. With the hope that among those who 
may read these pages, there are some, who, like Timothy, 
have known and served the Lord from ‘their youth up; and 
some who like faithful Samuel, are in a waiting attitude, say- 
ing, “here am I, what wilt thou have me to do;” we shall 
proceed to point out some ofthe ways in which childrea may 
be instrumental of doing much good to their fellow creatures ; 
and ihus of glorifying their Saviour. 

We would premise, by saying, that we are placed in this 
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world to act a part, as God shall call onus. To this end, 
verious capacities, or as Christ expresses it, “ talents,” in 
dnligiae numbers are committed to us: to some ten, some 
five, andsome one. Yetis the recipient of the last mention- 
ed numher, as truly responsible, and fully accountable for the 
faithful occupation of it, as the possessor often. We well re- 
nunciation on him, who buried his one 
talentin anapkin. And now my young iriends, God has giv- 
en you more 1 than one 0 Would you know in what they 
Ly be enumerated under the heads of time, in- 


member the awful de 


“ONS ist ’ they mz C 
we =r: pre: ae 
rite pe re, and property. liaving bestowed these, and calling 


on you to oceuny until he comes, we will endeavour to aid 
you in the work, by pointing out some of the ways in which 
you may discharge this solemn responsibility. In the first 
place, we will mention your time, as a most important instru- 
ment in accomplishing the great end of life; the performance 
ofduty. ‘There is, probably, no blessing that we should 
prize so highly, that we do, in fact, esteem so lightly, as our 
time. And there is no temptation that so constantly assails 
children, and to which they so readily sur render, as the loss, 
and misimprovement oftime. Where is the child whose con- 
science will not remind him of many wasted hours? and, 
tis to be feared, the number is not small, whom this oars 
monitor can upbre aid with a perversion to sin at that ae 
which it was graciously designed they should prepare for 
heaven. 

We trust, however, there are some among your young con- 
temporaries, who cantell you oftime saved fromthe noisy party 
ind idle story, and devoted to visiting the cottage of some 
ild of humanity ; of hours passed beside the 
ig sinner, to whom the plan of salvation 
ind visitant read to him 


poor suffering chi 

sick bed of cae dyin 

had never been known, had not the k 

from the volume of inspiration, the glad tidings, which 

brought life and en to light.” They sng tel! 
i 


ou of the sweet satisfaction with which th hey review a day 


V Wis 
that has been devoted “ies acts of charity and mercy. ‘They 


could assure you that “ it is more blessed to give than to re- 
} 


ood as they had opportunity,” they 
enjoy a delightful complacency, th: 1t no s¢ indulgence could 
produce. ‘ 

We will now mention your influence, as a talent that may* 
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ceive;”’ for having “ done g 
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be directed to the great object of doing good. There is, per- 
h aps, none among you, W ho cannot call to miad some instance 
of wise counsel, which has come from a heart itself governec 
by the views expressed ; aud, having the weight of example 
added to precept, has presented itself with great force to you! 
mind. Have you not sometimes been arrested in a thought- 
tess career, by a sober remark from one of your compé unions. 
who, with better judgment, or from better principles, has ven- 
tured to oppose the tide of youthful folly. And when you 
have witnessed the pious example of an ‘associate, who was 
so happy as to be directed and swayed by the fear and love 
of God, have you not been “ abashed” at your own short- 
comings, and “ felt how awful soodness is,” and seen, “ vir 
tue in her form so lovely ? > Have yout not vielded the tribute 
of respect at the shrine of their superior wo uth ? Since, then, 
a life of duty will not only secure the favour of God, but the 
esteem of those around you, will you not be induced to lead it ; 
Will not some among you come forth and resolve to be on 
the ** Lord’s side ?” By so doing, you will acquire an ascend- 
ancy that shall command the attention, and will gain the imi- , 
tation of those around you. ‘Thus you will be the ha ppy 
‘haracter which “allures to brighter worlds, and leads the 
way.” 

Lastiy, we would mention your property, as a talent 
hat may be devoted to doing something for Christ. We 
are prepared to hear the ebjection that you have little o1 
nothing to bestow, and therefore cannot be required to contri- 
bute at the call of charity y- Weare aware, that many of ou 
voung friends have seemingiy nothing, and others but little, 
yet that does not present an excuse, why children should not 
do something for Christ. 

If you have a little property, you will acknowledge that it 
iS as much, and will go as far in the cause of humanity, as when 
expended in self gratification. Our Saviour beheld the rich 
from their coffers cast bountifully into the treasury, yet when 
ne observed the “ poor widow deposit her mite,” he remark- 
ed that she had “ given more than they all.”” They had be- 
stowed but a small portion from their great possessions ; 
while she had contributed her whole living. If then you 
have but a mite to give, and do offer it witha ‘right spirit un- 
to the Lord, you will receive the blessed assurance of having 
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‘‘ wrought a good work,” you have done ‘ what you could,” 
and shall meet a full reward. If, however, you are so situated, 
that the annual holiday, the festive scene, or the affection of 
friends, furnish you no tokens in the pecuniary way, you can 
still do something for Christ; you are not excused. Your 
industry, your taste, your ingenuity, or knowledge of some 
useful art, will obviate the difficulty, and enable you to glori- 
iy God, by doing good to his creatures. Our female readers, 
in applying the needle and pencil, are furnished with 1 
means of gaining something which they may present as 
thank offering unto the Lord. Let them rescue from diane 
heretofore too often wasted in indolence, or at best, in some 
pleasurable indulgence, that proved its unsatisfying nature 
atthe very moment of its existence, an occasional day, or 
evening, that shall be devoted to works of benevolence. 
Though your gains are small, yet they may prove of infinite 
value to some fellow immortal, whose moral condition they 
shall be the means of improving. ‘The trifling sum of twelve 
dollars each year, will serve to maintain in comfort, and edu- 
cate in the knowledge of God a poor heathen child, whose 
soul, like yours, is immortal, and whose eternal happiness i is at 
stake. Will you not then do something for Christ? Associ- 
ate yourselve together; fix on some object towards which 
your exertions shall be directed, and though it shall call for 
occasional self-denial, you will reap a full reward for your 
services on the glorious morning of the resurrection, when 
the happy subject of your charity, having by your means been 
reclaimed from the ways of ignorance and vice, and conducted 
to virtue, to knowledge, and to God, shall arise and call you 
blessed ! Should you still hesitate, lest the sacrifice be too 
great, remember the words of the Saviour, ‘“‘ whosoever will 
not deny himself, cannot be my disciple.” ; 
We must not conclude, without suggesting to our young 
friends of the other sex,an inducement to do something for 
Christ. It was women who ministered to Jesus in the days 
of his flesh : it was females whom scripture records to have 
parted with all for his seke : it was they who attended him to 
the cross, and watched beside his grave: and it is now true 
that females are most prominent in works of benevolence. 
But we trust you will not suffer them to labour alone. Prove 
yourselves fellow helpers in the Lord. You also, have an 
































Re pices eo 





‘Py wi Se Ve 











Persuasive to do something for Christ. 6! 


opportunity of imitating him “ who went about doing good.”’ 
It will vary according to your situation, but all can do some- 


| thing. Are you inthe elevated ranks of society? Does the 


sunshine of prosperity beam brightly around you ? Then are 


you, in gratitude to him who thus distinguished you by bless- 


mgs, called on to do much in his service. Your means are 


great, your responsibility great, and consequently your neg- 


lect would receive the greater condemnation. ‘T'o you, then, 
we look to lead the way in this glorious career of weil-doing, 


in which we will endeavour to persuade those to follow, whe 
_ have only their own exertions to depend on, as a support in 
their progress. Be not disheartened, dear children, though 
» placed by Providence in the humble walks of life, for you 
' teo may be the honoured instruments of extending the Re- 
> deermes Kingdom. The Son of God while in the flesh, la- 


boured for his own support: with the sweat of his brow did 


| he gain his bread. Thegreat Apostle ofthe Gentiles “ wrought 


with his own hands” to supply his daily wants. Thus has 


| honest industry been honoured by the example of the most 
| exalted characters that ever visited this earth, to prove its 
' worth. Whether, therefore, you pursue the mechanical arts, 
_ whether agricultural or domestic pursuits engage your atten- 
| tion, you are provided with the means of doing good. A lit- 
tle boy, whose only property was a hen, the gift of his father 
» to him, with much pains andattention, raised, by means of it, 
a dozen chickens, which, at the end of the season, he sold, and 
» brought the avails as a free will offering unto the Lord. If 
' your possessions will compare with his, let your example 
| compare as well. Where is the person who cannot by in- 
| dustry and self-denial furnish each week, at least one cent for 
| thetreasury of the Lord. At the close of the year, the little 
' sum thus contrifoted, will procure a copy of God’s word, 


which may reach some poor creature who otherwise would 


| have lived and died without the knowledge of a Saviour. 


Now, it may by his blessing prove instrumental to the con- 


_ version of an immortal being. If so, how vast the good ac- 


complished! But this is not all ; we have reason to think 


the influence of one thus brought out of darkness into marvel- 


ous light, will have the happiest effect. on those around him : 


_ and thus the good is increased. Follow its progress through 
_ the lapse of afew years, and it swells to a boundless extent ; 
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Religious Intelligence. 


follow it into eternity, and ’tis of infinite importauce. It on. 
ly remains that we once more put the question, will you not do 
something for Christ? ‘The opportunity is afforded; the 
means are at hand. What you do, do with your might. 
Time is rapidly passing away ; eternity is approaching. Let 
yc.. mind dwell on that solemn, that awful scene, when the 
assembled universe shall stand before the bar of God to pest 
their sentence. Compare the feelings with which 
would hear the tremendous denunciations of “ chains oa 
outer darkness” passed on the * unprofitable steward, who 
knew his master’s will and did it not rs and the blessed plaudit 
of “ weil done good and _ faithful servant, enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord,” and then determine if you will do any- 
thing for r Christ ! M, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
SCHOOL AND MISSION AT BRAINERD. 


Fhe School continues to flourish, and gradually increase. 

» July its number of males was fifty, and females thirty- 
three. ‘Their behaviour and progress in learning is very en- 
couraging. A fine full blooded boy, who had received the 
name of Jeremiah Evarts, was taken from the school for a 
visit, and being retained much longer than the time set, his 
return was very little expected : but his father was moved to 
carry him back with another son. 

Besides the celebrated Catharine Brown, others have dis- 
tinguished themselves in talents, learning, en gaging manners, 
and piety. ‘The name of one, who follows hard after Catha- 
rine in spiritual attainments, is Lydia Lowry. The schoo! 
is now divided into two, one for the males, and one for the 
females. Separate houses of residence are also prepared for 
them. 

There have been some striking instances of the natives 
travelling great distances to hear the Gospel. One who had 
heard Mr. Hoyt at Catharine Brown’s father’s, and had in 
consequence sought instruction and prayers from Catharine, 
while she was at home, went 120 miles to hear, as she ex: 
pressed it, more about the Saviour.] ys 
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Religious Intelligence. 63 


The mission is prospered, and greatly encouraged, by the 
increasing anxiety of the natives to be instructed in the things 
of the gospel. ‘The missionaries make frequent excursions 
to different and distant parts of the nation, to converse with 
them, and preach to them; and appearances are very prom- 
ising. 

On the 27th of Dec. four devoted men with their families, 
having been designated by the Board, set out from Rocka- 
way, N. J. to travel with waggons for Brainerd. They were 
well supplied with mechanical tools and farming utensils, as 
they are mechanics and farmers who have given up all for 
Christ’s sake. The object of the Board is, by the exercise of 
husbandry and mechanical trades, principally te support the 
establishment. 


CHOCTAW SCHOOL AND MISSION. 


The establishment at Elliot, in the Choctaw nation, is gath- 
ering strength and importance. On the first of August, Dr. 
WwW iliam bem young physician of Cambridge, N. Y. and Mr. 
Isaac Fisk, of Holden, Mass. a blacksmith and farmer, arrived 
there ‘i Pisa themselves to the mission. ‘The prospects of 
the school are greatly increased by the disposition of the In- 
dians to promote it. Soon after its commencement the King 
cave two hundred dollars for the school, to be paid annually, 
from the annuity received by his part of the nation from the 
United States. At a council held the last August, the Choc- 
taws made up a subscription of more than eighty cows and 
calves, $200 to be paid annually, and $700 as a donation to 
the establishment. 

In November the school consisted of fifty-four pleasani 
promising children and youth. Most of them began their A, 
B, C, in the course of the summer, and more than thirty 
could in November read well in the ‘Testament. 

Mr. A. V. Williams, one of the Missionaries, whose mat 
riage with Miss Chase was noticed in some former sketches, 
was removed by death on the 6th of Sept. Composure and 
cheerful submission marked his conduct in extreme sickness. 
and stedfast faith and hcepe in death. 

The fact is pecukarly gratifying, that so many youtn, as 
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well as others, in different parts of our country, are manifesi- 
ing so much benevolent regard for these missions by sending 
boxes of clothing, cloth, &c. for the use of the establishments. 
No charities can be supposed to be more pleasing in the sight 
ef God. Let all the dear young readers of the Guardian then 
consider the subject, and reflect, whether, if they should pro- 
pose to themselves a certain sum which they would contri- 
bute yearly for such a worthy purpose, they would not in- 
orease their own happiness far beyond the value of any thing 
they should contribute. 


er ere 


ARKANSAW MISSION. 


A poftion of the Cherokee nation have emigrated to a 
country far to the west; and proposals have been made to 
them from the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
fo have a mission established among them. They have re- 
ceived the proposals with joy and gratitude. Ten months 
since communications have been had with the chiefs, &c. 
by Mr. Peck, a Baptist Missionary. Rev. Messrs. Al- 
fred Tenney and Cephas Washburn, have gone on to make 
necessary preparations for a similar establishment as at 
Brainerd and Elliot. ‘Their wives accompanied them unte 
lliot where they were left until the residence of mission- 

ary females at Arkansaw can be safe and proper. 

he Chickasaws partly between the Cherokees and Choc. 
taws also claim the attention of the Board. They are anx- 
fously expecting to be favoured with a mission, and the Board 
intend that the means of instruction shall be extended te 
them as soon as possible. 


ee 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


A number of the Churches of Vermont have been visiteé 
the past year with divine refreshings, and been much enlarg- 
ed by the addition of hopeful converts to Christ. 

From the Evangelical Intelligencer of Charleston, we 
learn that in several “places i in South Carolina large revival: 
fave been experienced during the past year. 
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ft is stated that a great and general attention to religion 
has taken place in the towns of Geneva, New-Lisbon, Hart- 
wick, Otsego, Cooperstown, and Milford, in the state of 
New-York. 

In Chatham, Connecticut, also, a work of divine grace 
has recently been experienced, which has gathered forty- 
eight to the Baptist, and fifty-two to the Congregational 
Church. Forty or fifty have joined the Methodists. 


Extract of a Letter from a Clergyman of Ohio to the Edi- 
tors of the Weekly Recorder, dated Nov. 3, 1819. 


I lately received a communication covering two dollars. 
The facts therein stated are not only well worthy of imita- 
tion, but they speak loudly to every parent and to every 
child, ‘‘ Go thou and do likewise.” I have only to add that 
the two dollars were put into the hands of the Treasurer of 
the Western Missionary Society, to be appropriated to “the 
special purpose mentioned in the communication, : of which 
the following is a copy. 


SEPTEMBER 27, 1819. 

‘“‘ My eldest daughter being a member of the Cent Society 
of ———— I gave my other four children (the youngest six 
years old) a small spot of ground to cultivate in vegetables, 
with a view to obtain some money for missionary purposes. 
The two dollars enclosed are the proceeds of their labour, 
which they now forward to you to be applied in sending the 
Gospel to the Heathen on our borders, that they may be in- 
structed in the way of salvation. 

‘¢ It ought to be, and no doubt is, a cause of rejoicing to all 
the true friends of Zion, that God in his Providence, has in 
our day opened a way for children and youth to be employ- 
ed in working for him, whiist they thereby help in the literal 
fulfilment of that beaftiful prophecy, “ The wilderness and 
the solitary place shall be glad for them, and the desert shal 
blossom as the rose.” 


“ 4 FARMER OF JEFFERSON COUNTY.” 
6* 
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Sabbath School Report. 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
SABBATH SCHOOL REPORT. 


The committee appointed in the Sabbath School of the first 
Society in East-Haddam, to receive, examine, and adjust the 
class papers of said school, and also to procure and award 
premiums to the children, according as they might be able to 
provide funds, respectfully report, that they have duly attend- 
ed to the business of their appointment, and submit the fol- 
lowing result: , 

From the class- papers, it appears that the school has been 
in operation 23 Sabbaths; and that the whole number of 
scholars, enrolled as belongwng to the school, is 146; of which 
86 are females, and 60 males. ‘These are of all ages, from 
5 years old, up totwenty. ‘They have attended to different 
courses of instruction, adapted to their different ages and ca- 
pacities. ‘The younger children have been instructed in the 
Sabbath School Catechism, in Dr. Watts’? Catechism for 
Children, and in the Assemblies, Catechism. They have 
likewise committed to memory, verses of scripture, and of 
Psalms and Hymns, and in some instances, the Lord’s pray- 
er, The older classes have attended to Emerson’s Evangel- 
ical Primer, Coleman’s Sabbath School Catechism, containing 
questions ‘on the historical part of the New-Testament, and 
MieDowel’s questions on the Bible. They have likewise 
committed to memory portions of Scripture, and verses of 
Psalms and Hymas. 

The following is the sum total of all that has been recited 
in the school, as appears from the class papers. Of verses of 
Scripture committed to memory 9614, do. of Psalms and 
Hymns 8810, making 18424 verses. The amount of chap- 
ters in McDowel’s Questions is 2132, do. in Coleman’s 
Catechism 536, which being added make 2668 chapters. 
The amount of lessons in Emerson’s Evangelical Primer is 
2132. ‘Phe amount of answers in Watt’s Catechism is 3773, 
do. in Sabbath School Catechism 1505, do. in Assemblies 
2575. ‘The sum ofthe whole recited in these four Cate- 
chisms is 9985, which if we reckon equal to so many verses - 
of Scripture, and add it to the amount of verses committed to « 
memory, we have the amount of 28409 verses. In addition 
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to this, we have 2976 chapters, whieh have been studied, and 
all the questions answered on each chapter contained in 
Coleman’s Catechism and McDowel’s. ‘The ‘study of these 
chapters, so as to enable the pupil to answer the questiens 
proposed on them, is an exercise peculiarly advantageous to 
the young mind, and in many cases more laborious than that 
of committing passages to memory. In the opinion of the 
Committee, the knowledge gained by studying these 2976 
chapters in this manner, is equal to the committing to memo- 
ry of 25000 verses. Hence adding 25000 verses to 28409, 
the amount as above, we have the sim of 53409 verses, as the 
amount recited in the whole school. 

To state the amount recited by each scholar, would pro- 
tract the report toa tedious length. The Committe e, how- 
ever, cannot forbear to make some notices of this kind. One 
individual has answered all the questions in MceDowel, on 439 
chapters, and all’ the questions and lessons in Emerson’: 
Evangelical Primer, besides committing to memory 1185 
verses of Scripture and 583 verses of Psalms and Hym 1S. 
Other individuals have answered the questions in Mc Bowel’ 85 
on between 2 and 300 chapters, besides reciting lessons in 
the Evangelical Primer, and committing to memory verses oi 
Scripture, and of Psalms and Hymas. _ Several pupils have 
gone . through with Coleman’s Catechism, and have 
attended considerably to other things. Many sma children 
have gone through with one or more of the smaller Cate- 
chisms, ahd onthe whele,the Committee are gratified with 
ihe improvement of the pupils in general. They are like- 
wise pleased to find, that with few exceptions, they have uni- 
formly been distinguished for good behaviour, anc d they flatter 
themselves, that the knowledge gained by the children the 
pes season, will be of lasting benefit to them. In respect to 

the distributicn of premiums, the committee have endeavour- 
ed to act with impartiality ; in apportioning their premiums, 
however, it has been their object to have some respect to the 
improvement made, while they have designed to give each pu- 
pil something. 

Fromthe result of this school, the committee are unani- 
mously of opinion, that Sabbath Schools are highly advanta- 
ceous ; and they indulge the sanguine hope, that in another 
season, our plan may be in many respects improved, so that 
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6§ Sabbath School Address. 
a similar school the next season, will, in all probability, be at- 
tended witha still more happy result. The superintendanis, 
instructors, and instructresses, are entitled to much commend- 
ation for their services, freely given. And it is to be hoped, 
the pleasing reflection, that they have, at the expense of some 
little personal inconvenience, contributed to the good of the 
rising generation’ in the place, will be to them a source of 
personal enjoyment. 

In the conclusion of their report, the committee cordially 
unite in expressions of gratitude to all those, who have con- 
tributed any thing for the support of the school; and to those 
likewise, who have in any way encouraged it. They view 
its establishment as an auspicious event, and they su saga 
hope, that both parents and children will be more deeply im 
pressed with a sense ofits importance, so that, should paar 
dence permit, at the commencement of another summer, the 
school may be resumed with greater zeal and more union of 
effort. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE ADDRESS DELIVERED TO THE CHILD- 
REN AT THE CLOSE OF THE SCHOOL. 


The occasion on which we are assembled, is a new one. [It 
is to be presumed, young friends, that your little minds beat 
high with expectation, and that you ardently wish to merit the 
approbation of all present. ‘To see so many children as- 
sembled jor such a purpose, isto mea pleasing sight, and 
may I not hope you will patiently listen to what I shall say. 
You are now in the morning of existence, and as yet, you 
know little of the trials and temptations of life. You are ve- 
ry dependent on parents and instructors for direction, and 
under them, in the Providence of God, your characters are 
forming, not only for this life, but for eternity. 

The cultivation of your minds, my young friends, is a 
scurce of present enjoyment, and it is calculated to fit you to 
act well your parts, should you live, in future life. As your 
memories strengthen, as your understandings improve, and 
your views enlarge, you have more ideas, more materials of 
thought, more subjects for conversations, and of course new 
sources of enjoyment. As young intellectual beings, surely 
it is for your happiness to acquire religious knowledge. Suck 
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knowledge likewise is calculated to render you sober-minded, 
to gain you respect, and to prepare you to be useful members 
of society. But in another point of view, religious knowl- 
edge has still higher importance : it is calculated to prepare 
you for heaven. ‘Though many of you are mere babes in un- 
derstanding, yet you have all some knowledge of that great 
Being who made you, who preserves you, and whom you 
ought to fear and love. ‘You know this Being requires you 
tv obey and honour your parents ; to speak truth at all times 5 
to remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy ; to avoid the 
use of all wicked words, and to treat each other with kind- 
ness. And, young friends, what use will you make of this 
knowledge 2? Will you not love that Great Being, who re- 
quires all these things of you ? Will you not account it your 
highest privilege to serve him? Will you not remember him 
as your Creator, trust in him as your Preserver, and be thank- 
ful to him as your Benefactor ? But are not your hearts nat- 
urally opposed to him ? Do you not have wicked thoughts 
aud wrong feelings? Are you not many timesangry ? And 
do you not sometimes wish there were no God and no hell, 
where the wicked will be punished forever ? Suffer me, my: 
young friends, to tell you the truth! You all have wicked 
hearts. God has declared this in his Holy Word. A change 
in your hearts is requisite to your becoming holy, and to qual- 
ify you for that glorious state, where holy beings reside. You 
must be born agaiu in order to enter into the kingdom of 
God. 

God is now giving you an opportunity to become holy. He 
has blest you with parents and religious teachers. He estab- 
lished this school for you, and caused you to attend on in- 
struction in it. Now then is the time of God’s mercy to you ; 
you are encouraged to seek him with all your hearts, to pray 
unto him, that He would be your friend and everlasting por- 
tion ! what a privilege to have the Great God for your friend ! 
Think, dear youth, think what a being God is! He has all 
power, so that he can uphold and defend you from any evil! 
He is all sufficient,sothat by giving to you, he doth not im- 
poverish himself. He is infinitely benevolent. He has pro- 
vided a Saviour for your souls ; the Lord Jesus Christ came 
down from heaven to save sinners, old sinners and young sin- 
ners, even all that wil receive him. Will you not come te 
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him and earnestly seek reconciliation to God by him ? When 
on the earth, he said, “ suffer little children to come unto me, 

and forbid them not - for of such isthe kingdom of heaven 
and, him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out.” 
You have abundant encouragement to come to Christ for 
relief : in Him God will receive you to the adoption of child- 
ren, and raise you to the kingdom of glory. But, Oh! how 
dreadful must be your condition, if you reject the Saviour, 

the Lord Jesus! Soon you will be left without a friend | 
Soon your parents will be taken from you by death! Soon 
they, who instructed you the past season, will die! Soon the 
prayers of good people will cease to ascend for you! And, 

dear youth, should you live, you will soon be old; but how 
uncertain are our lives ? You may die soon ; many children 
do die! dying without an interest in Christ, you will be with- 
out a friend in eternity } Almighty God will pour out upon 
you the vials of his wrath! Can you endure the wrath of 
Almighty God? Are you willing to be tormented with the 
devil and his angels forever, to burn in unquenchable fire to 
all eternity ? Consider, dear children, this will be your por- 


tion, if you die without an interest in Christ? And while you 


rit Sr suas- cbeuer aw wanna o> 
live without an mterest in him, you-ere every day exposed to 


death : you are therefore liable every day to be cast down to 
hell ! But should you live te be old, how little prospect will 
there then be, that you will turn to God? Old sinners are 
hardened sinners ! How rarely do they repent and give evi- 
dence, that their peace is made with God! How often, in the 
near view of Ceath, does the bitter lamentation fall from their 
lips, that the harvest is past, the summer ended, and their 
souls not saved! Presume not,my young friends, to put oft 
repentance to old age! presume not to depend on future 
time! The present time is your only time. Be excited te 
improve it, in piously seeking an interest in Christ! Behold 
now %s the accepted time £ behold now is the day of salva- 
tion ! The Lord Jesus is standi ng and knocking at the door 
of your hearts ! Good people are daily praying for you !- The 
great God is essentially present with you by day and by night, 
listening to hear your prayers ! Holy Angels are looking 
down from heaven on you, re joicing in prospect ef your re- 
turn to God! An eternity of bliss is on your right hand; an 











eternity of woe is on your leit hand! ‘You are warned to ,. 
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seek the one and avoid the other. And, my young friends, 
what are your determinations? I contemplate you, young 
“ ruin standing on the verge of eternity, unrec onciled to 

the God who made you, and my bowels yearn with compas- 
sion for you. Dear youth, you live in a dying world! your 
volden season of life is now sp: nding, and soon, God alone 
knows how soon, you will f ill victims to death! Would to 
God you were prepared ! Would to God you would now 
close in with the offers of salvation, and from this day forward 
live as those, who are expecting to stand before his bar in 
solemn judgment! While 1 look around on vou, the thought 
arises in my mind, that possibly I mi ay not meet you all to- 
gether again on this side of the grave! In all probability some 
of you are appointed to an early grave! Betore the opening 
of another spring, your bodies may be covered with the clods 
of the valley, and your spirits returned to God, who gave 
them. Let me then beseech you all, to prepare to 
meet your God in peace! Be diligent in studying 
His word ; be much in prayer to him ; “think often upon 
death, upon the judgment day, upon heaven and hell! And 
may God superadd to all your exertions his spirit to sanctify. 
your souls and to meten you for his kingdom ! 

East-Haddam, November 16, 1819. L. S. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
HYMN ON THE LAST JUDGMENT, 


Nature and death shall with surprise, 
Behold the pale offender rise, 
And view the Judge with conscious eyes. 


Then shall, with universal dread, 
The mE mystic book be read, 
To try the living and the dead. 


The Judge ascends his awful throne, 
He makes each secret sin be known, 
And all with shame confess their own. 





Notice to €orrespondents. 


Thou mighty, formidable King, 
Phou mercy’s unexhausted spring, 
Some comfortable pity bring. 


Forget not what my ransom cost, 
Nor let my dear-bought soul be lost, 
In storms of guilty terror tost. 


Thou who for me did’st feel such pain, 
Whose precious blood the cross did’st stain, 


Let not those agonies be vain. 


Thou whom avenging powers obey, 
Cancel my debt too great to pay, 
Before the sad accounting day. 


Surrounded with amazing fears, 
Whose load my soul with anguish bears, 
I sigh, I weep, accept my tears. 


Reject not my unworthy prayer, 
Preserve me from the dangerous snare 
Which death and gaping hell prepare. 


Prostrate my contrite heart I rend, 
My God, my Father, and my Friend, 
Do not forsake me in my end. 


Well may they curse their second birth, 

Who rise to a reviving death. 

Thou great Creator of mankind, 

Let guilty mam compassion find. i, J. 


— 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


‘Phe One Thing Needful ; An Address to Youth ; A Letter on the sub- 
ject of educating indigent children; Dialogue between a Teacher and 
his Popil; Reflections on 2 Kings, iv.32—35; Lorinda’s and Hellen’s 
Letters, and a Dialogue between them ; > A Poem ; and Virtue a Flow- 
er ; have veen received. 





